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The CAWM attended again the annual event of Grand Rapids Art Festival on June 6-8, 2008. Through
the collective endeavor of 117 CAWM members, we made a profit of $4626.48 (after-tax income
$12,497.50 - input $7165.81).
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On June 21, 2008, the CAWM held a BBQ picnic in the Cascade Township Park. To celebrate the grand
success of this year’s food festival, approximately 150 people attended this party. The post-dinner
entertainment activities with awards drew a lot of people’s attention, among which the touching-real-
nose-without-seeing show made everybody happy and gay.
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To respond to the needs of the affected people of May-12-2008 Sichuan Wenchuan earthquake, the
CAWM collected a total donation of over $13,000. On June 14, 2008, we donated #13,651 to the Red
Cross of Aba Prefecture of Sichuan. Our donation will be used for the reconstruction of Mao County
Nationality Junior High School.
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On September 20, 2008, the CAWM carried out its last removing-roadside-litter activity of this year.
Totally 20 people attended the three activities of our Adopt-A-Highway Program of 2008 and they are:
Bai Yan, Chen Jianchu, Chen Jindong, Chen Te, Cornelius Ting, Hao Ling, Barry Huan, David Huan,
Shen Keling, Patrick Shan, Paul B. Sumadji, Wang Wenxi, Xi Xiaowen, Yi Su, Eric Yu, Zhang
Chuanwen, Peter Chou, Steve Zhu, Willi Zhu, Jesse Shun. Among the above people, Bai Yan, Steve
Zhu, and Willi Zhu attended twice and Paul B. Sumadji, Chen Jindong, and Barry Huan attended three
times.
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The XXIX Olympic Games were successfully held August 8-24, 2008 in Beijing, China.
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On August 8-9, 2008, nine families (Chen Sue, Yi Su, Frank Jiang, Liu Shucheng, Joe Zhao, Danny
Wang, Fan Chun, Hao Ling, and Heidi Jiao) went to camp by the beautiful Silver Lake. They watched
the 2008 Beijing Summer Olympics opening ceremony, rode on horse, drove sanddune cart, sailed boat,
burned camping fire, and ate delicious food. They enjoyed it so much that they planned to camp again

next year.

[:6b1UALO: AO:10UBKSL &» ECOKSNR&E -uKSG¥I7 EXNZD "4t L9
*6LA4A ) 8C LJ'LE ">a'NR&pX *6 X }R E206Yc A@)AL Oy,X1 O8VAD -:@ OAD E
SKS 2 "#FFY?-=2), -: EAOAA50 UE™> Zx# A

The fall semester of Chinese Language School started on September 6, 2008. Under the leadership of
Principal Shugiao Chen, Vice Principal Wei Gu, and Dean Divid Jin, with the assistance of volunteers
such as Chen Jian, Wengi Nelson, Patrick Shan, Yonglei Tao, Matt Wang, and Wei Gu’s husband, the
school faculties were well prepared. The first lesson of each class was open to the public. Parents and
CAWM leaders observed the live teaching activities and also talked with the teachers after class.
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Students of our Chinese Language School won prizes in the “2008 9th World Chinese Student
Composition Competition”. Willi Zhu (son of Steve Zhu and Ninglin Hu, tutor Xu Haiying) won the first
prize. Edith Jiang (2nd daughter of Frank Jiang and Haiyan Deng, tutor Liu Yili) and Jenifer Fang (2nd
daughter of William Fang and Karen, tutor Bao Helen) won the second prize. Sunny An (2nd daughter of
Charles An and Lily Tong, tutor Li Xinmei) and Caron Song (tutor Li Xinmei) won the 3rd prize. Let's
warmly congratulate them on their success.
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“The moon is brighter in mid-autumn, people miss relatives more at festival’. On September 13, 2008,
The CAWM held its annual Middle-Autumn Evening Party in the East Grand Rapids Middle School.
Approximately 230 CAWM members and guests gathered together to celebrate Chinese traditional Mid-
autumn Festival. Besides eating delicious food and the tasteful moon-cakes, attendees enjoyed solving
riddles on the lanterns. The Ballroom Dance taught by the Viorel lonita couple, professional dancing
teachers from Romania, was highly praised. Homework of the students of Chinese Language School
were shown on the bulletin board of the hall, providing a good opportunity for students, teachers, and
parents to learn from each other.
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As a senior member of CAWM and an excellent teacher of Chinese Language School, Ms. Xu Haiying
moved to Rhode Island to unite with her husband Mike Zhang in the end of July, 2008. Let’'s wish her
the best.
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After the printout of our 2008 CAWM yellow book, we admitted the following new members: Xishan
Weighman, Qing Yingfang, Li Chunhua, Tony Goh, Xiangling Hu, Zheng Junping, Xu Minghuan, Chen
Jian, Lu Yaqun, and Wu Kejun. Let’s warmly welcome them to join our community!
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Dear Section Chief Huang,
School Board of Aba Prefecture of Sichuan:

Our association has mailed a check of $13,651 Eon June 14, 2008, to The Red Cross of Aba Prefecture of
Sichuan, which is to be used for the reconstruction of Mao County Nationality Junior High School. Please
incept.

Wish all of you the best!

Ming Matthew Wang
President, The Chinese Association of West Michigan

06/13/2008
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Earthquake relief donation from CAWM

Dear CAWM members and friends:

Up-to-date, CAWM has received $13,651 donations and | have mailed it to The Red Cross of Aba
Autonomous Prefecture on 6/14/08.

A big THANKS to all donators. Our money is to be used for the building reconstruction of Mao County
Nationality Junior High School.

Aba Autonomous Prefecture area has many famous tourist sites, including Nine Village Valley (1 ¥%4"s ),
Wolong Giant Panda Reservation District (;Um 0"y + X ), the Sanxingdui Ruins Site (Y 6 UF+ ), etc.
You must see them when you visit China. Now there is another site you may go to: Mao County Nationality
Junior High School (80 “!'a£ : ), which CAWM has helped to reconstruct. You will feel proud of what we
have done.

Phase Il donation starts on 6/14/2008 and CAWM will go public to ask for donations. Member donation is
still accepted.

Please see the attached donation account.
Matt Wang

CAWM President
June 13, 2008
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First year in Harvard

Lisa Yu

Leaving home for the first time. Living on my own for a full year. Going into a city without a single familiar
face. | wasn’t sure how college was going to be when | first left home the second of September last year. |
was nervous, but excited; | was melancholy at the prospect of leaving home, but eagerly anticipating the
beginning of college life. On top of my conflicting feelings, | had to deal with the contentions of being the first
in my family to go to Harvard: What if | couldn’t handle the schoolwork? What if my grades dropped to a D-?
What if | missed home so much, | had to leave and fly back?

Despite my concerns and fears, as | stepped out of the T (Boston’s local subway) and heard the pans
banging, trumpets playing, and upperclassmen hooting to welcome us freshman, | instantly knew | would
love this school. And falling in love with Harvard was exactly what happened to me over the next eight
months.

During first semester, | spent most of my time getting to know the area and adjust to life at college. It wasn’t
easy. For once, | had no parents to tell me to eat my vegetables, go to bed early, and do my homework.
Time management turned out to be quite difficult for a while; | often found myself awake in the early hours
of the morning, attempting to finish an essay or two. In most of my classes, | had difficulty adjusting to the
pace of college courses: Even though | had taken plenty of AP classes during high school, college was
indeed completely different. Fortunately for me, | had my friends to commiserate with. | became very close
friends with my roommate and the boys who lived down the hall; in any crisis, | would trust any of these
friends to take care of me.

Second semester had a greater focus on extracurricular activities. Aside from classes, | began volunteering
at the hospital, dancing in the Asian American Dance Troupe, and working as the Cultural Chair in the
Chinese Students Association. The Chinese Students Association took up most of my time: | worked with a
dozen other students to plan banquets, parties, mixers, and political events. This event-planning not only
presented to me several new friends, but also gave me the skills to manage several different details at the
same time.

As | flew home from Harvard this spring, one lesson stayed clearest in my mind. It wasn't a lesson | learned
from a professor or even a teaching assistant: This lesson came during the final lecture of my elective
course, Positive Psychology. All the students were sharing favorite moments during the class when a
graduating senior turned around and addressed all us underclassmen. We all needed to prioritize, she said,
realize that the important things in life are not finishing homework or getting eight hours of sleep each night,
but in being a good friend and cherishing people above material things.

Those words rang so true to me. It's easy to get caught up in the hustle of school life and think only about
lectures, problem sets, and essays. Yet at the end of these four years, the moments best remembered
won't be the hours | sit in class, listening to professors: those moments will be the time | spend with friends.
If it came down to a choice between finishing a problem set or talking with a friend who needed comforting,
there is no longer any doubt that the latter would be my choice.
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So | finished my first year at school feeling a little wiser, a little more mature, and a little more capable of
handling my own affairs. College is truly a time for growth and | look forward to returning to school and
learning more this upcoming year.
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Asian Delight Marketplace

4463 Breton Rd, Kentwood, Ml «
We are at the SW corner between Bretod4ingt
Tel: 616-827-1828
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Our Pollcyholders Are in Good Compary.
Since 1845, Now York Lile has helped milions of

. families enjoy peace of mind. - Lot us halp yours.
Life Insurance. Awnuities, Long Temn Carg Insurance

3

Agent

e Yiork Lile Insurance Company
A2 B, Dhvigion Ase., Suile [
Honbinod, M 40048
B16-BED-7F2

LN R

The Comipany T Keep®

Financial Planning

Estate & Charitabla Planning
Cash Flow & Tax Planning

Retirement & Education Funding

Cindy He
Investment Advisory Services Financial Adviser

Eagle Strategies Corp.
Perscnal & Business Financlal Flanning A Reglstered Investment Adviser

Complimentary Initial Consultation Phone: 616-970-0087

>>> Please ask me about investing in Roth IRA and other alternatives.
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