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The 2008 CAWM Conference was held on Feb 23, 2008 at East Grand Rapids Middle School. New 
CAWM board members and officers were elected. The 2nd board of CAWM consists of the following 
seven members: Shawn Yu (term till 2011), Jann-Huei Jinn (tern till 2011), Albert Yu Chang (term till 
2010), Peimin Ni (term till 2010), Yonglei Tao (term till 2009), Frank Jiang (term till 2009), Matt Wang 
(term till 2009). The new CAWM officers are the following: Matt Wang (President), Haiyan Deng (Vice 
President and Chief Financial Officer), Su Yi (Secretary and Food Booth Sale Program Director), Barry 
Camp (Food Booth Sale Program Associate Director), Barry Huan (Adopt-A-Highway Program Director), 
Joan Wei and Weiwen Deng (Newsletter Editors), Zhengzhe Jin (Provost of Grand Rapids Chinese 
Language School). This conference was held together with the 2008 Lantern Festival Dining Party and 
about 300 people took part in both activities.  Besides eating delicious food, attendees enjoyed solving 
riddles on the lanterns (led by He Xixiang), dancing learning (led by Song Helen), and ball art practicing 
(led by Qu Di) till very late in the evening.  
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The new CAWM Board held its first meeting on Mar 14, 2008 at the DeVos Center of Grand Valley State 
University. Frank Jiang was elected as the Board Chairman. Peimin Ni and Yonglei Tao were selected 
as the Chinese School Board Chairman and Acting Chairman respectively.  
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Ms. Huang Hui passed away at 10:05 PM, Friday, April 11, 2008, at the age of 45, in Northville, Detroit, 
after having fought cancer bravely for one year and a half. Her memorial service was held by CAWM 
and the Chinese Christian Church of Grand Rapids on Sunday, April 20, 2008, at GERST CHAPEL, 
Grand Rapids. Ms. Huang Hui’s family members, relatives, friends, CAWM members, and Chinese 
Christian Church members, totally 160 people, attended the memorial service. Our deepest condolence 
went to the deceased and the family. On April 27, 2008, her husband Dr. Wen Yin generously donated 
money to CAWM and Chinese School to fulfill her wish. 
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On April 19, 2008, Adopt-A-Highway Program Director Barry Huan led the first removing-roadside-litter 
activity of 2008. Eleven people attended this activity and they are:  Bai Yan, Chen Jianchu, Chen 
Jindong, Barry Huan, Shen Keling, Patrick Shan, Paul B. Sumadji, Xi Xiaowen, Steve Zhu, Willi Zhu, 
and Eric Yu.       
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This year a number of CAWM members’ high school graduates have been admitted to college and here 
we congratulate them! Some of them are: Hesper Fang (eldest daughter of William Fang and Karen 
Fang, New York University, major in communication), Carol Jiang (eldest daughter of Frank Jiang and 
Haiyan Deng, University of  Pennsylvania, Wharton Business School),  Jennifer Liu (daughter of Liu 
Shucheng and Wang Yi, University of  Pennsylvania, major in biomedical engineering), Jiaju Xu (eldest 
son of Xu Gang and Sun Wanxiao, University of Michigan, College of Engineering), Sophie Ni (daughter 
of Ni Peimin and Xu Ying, Grand Valley State University, Honors College, major in theater), and Frances 
Bonarski (eldest daughter of Ted Bonarski and Jian Yili, Kalamazoo College, major in psychology).    
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According to May 25, 2008’s Grand Rapids Press, Carol Jiang has been awarded the “Grand Rapids 
Superstar Senior” title. 
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A Personal Insurance, Financial Management & Investment Seminar was held on May 22 at 6:30 at 
Ming Ten Restaurant by Yili Bonarski along with other professionals. It was quite a success. Total 33 
CAWM members attended.  Lot of people felt it would be beneficial if CAWM could arrange more 
this kind of activities in the future. Anybody who is interested are encouraged to contact Yili Bonarski 
at (616)752-4513. 
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State of the School 

 
Grand Rapids Chinese Language School 
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Dear Students and Parents, 
 
 Time is flying!  Today is the last school day of this school year.  Thanks to all your efforts and our 
respectful teachers’ hard work, we had a successful and joyful year.  It’s now the time for celebration.  The 
school year-ending party has been scheduled in Cascade Park (3810 Thornapple River Drive SE, Grand 
Rapids, MI 49546) from 11:00 am through 3:00 pm on May 24, 2008.  All families of the students in the 
school are encouraged and welcome to the party.  Lunch foods, soft drinks, water, and fruits are offered to 
appreciate you.  Each class has prepared a representative program to perform at the party.  There are a 
number of cheerful games available for you to enjoy.  Let’s relax but cheer up next Saturday!  We look 
forward to seeing you all there. 
 
 Congratulations to Angel Wang and Edie Jiang, who won the first place and the second place of their 
age groups, respectively in the 1st US Youth Chinese Composition Competition organized by Chinese 
School Association of the United States. 
   
 As you might be aware of, 23 students of our school took part in the 10th Michigan Chinese Competition 
in Detroit on May 10, 2008.  Congratulations to Angel Wang on her success in winning the first place of the 
speaking contest in the 8th Grade and Kerry Wang on his prize of the second place of the reading contest in 
the 4th Grade, respectively.  Many thanks are given to the parents whose support and help made this event 
successful and smooth. 
 
  Dr. Yin Wen donated $600.00 to GRCLS in memorial of his wife, Mrs. Hui Huang, who had been an 
excellent teacher in GRCLS for years and passed away due to a horrible cancer a month ago.  An 
appreciation plaque along with a letter has been presented to Dr. Wen to thank him for his support and 
Hui’s inspiration. 
 
 The school also received a donation of $200.00 from Oriental Forest Restaurant last Saturday in 
supporting a special program.  An appreciation plaque and letter will be presented to the owner of the 
restaurant in recognition of his family’s persistent support to the school. 
 
Best regards, 
 
Ling Hao, Principal 
Shuqiao Chen, Vice Principal 
Wei Gu, Dean of Study 
5/17/2008 
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“Happy-Go-Lucky” Bridge/Poker Club 
  

Main organizers/contact persons: Jay Hu, Cindy He & Ning Liu 
 
Following an email by Jay to the Chinese community calling for bridge, our bridge club was officially formed 
on June 10, 2007 at Cindy's beautiful lake house.  
  
In fact, the second half of the inaugural meeting was continued on the boat. 
  
Since our very first bridge play on June 15, 2007 (hosted by Ning), we have regular meeting every Friday 
evening at various members' residence.  
  
Our gathering has always had the special party atmosphere, with overflowing joy and laughter -- thanks to 
our effervescent lady members.    
  
While having plenty of food for thought and mental growth, we have often enjoyed great food for our bodies, 
too -- courtesy of the host and attending members.  
  
When we were kids, we learnt something new every day and the whole wide world was a playroom for us.  
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Unfortunately, many of us lost this sense of wonder in the mundane adult life. For those revolving their 
whole life around their kids, the sense of emptiness due to lack of continuous improvement often reaches its 
zenith after kids left home.  
  
To reach the optimum health of both mind and body, we need to become an adventurer, revitalize our spirit 
and sense of playfulness, and become a kid again.  
  
This will keep our life in perspective, and keep us feeling invigorated and young. 
  
Bridge trains a sharper mind and has the long-term positive effect to our mind, the same way as health 
exercise to our body. 
  
Active bridge players often continue their games well into their 80s and 90s with no sign of age-related 
disease such as Alzheimer's (with its incidence doubling every five years, and quickly reaches alarming rate 
at more advanced age).  
  
If we pay close attention to various worldly entertainment (dinning, movie, partying, game of chance, etc.), 
we would see that many of them require little effort and offer only transient gratification.  
  
True hobbies such as bridge involve no luck, and offer the precious continuous growth opportunity -- one 
becomes better from every hand played. For the long-term enrichment of life, bridge as a pure-skill game is 
one of the greatest hobbies one could ever have. As many research studies have shown, we gain the most 
enjoyment from activities we can improve upon. 
  
It is quite impressive to see our members including not only those who played bridge before, but those who 
never played bridge before yet have the courage to try something new. Since the best time to learn new 
things is when one is young, we cannot afford procrastinating any longer due to the simple fact that the 
natural aging process does not go backwards.  
  
On behalf of all members of the bridge club, we invite you to join our nurturing and supportive club 
and benefit from the wonderful game of bridge! 
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·  A„�k�ã�:5Õ�ÜPV�åA„�k�ã�:5Õ�ÜPV�åA„�k�ã�:5Õ�ÜPV�åA„�k�ã�:5Õ�ÜPV�å �������������������������å�Ô�È�`�^�4Cö�Î	•�å�Ô�È�`�^�4Cö�Î	•�å�Ô�È�`�^�4Cö�Î	•�å�Ô�È�`�^�4Cö�Î	• �������������������������'�Ê�å�Ç0å	H�á�60å�'�Ê�å�Ç0å	H�á�60å�'�Ê�å�Ç0å	H�á�60å�'�Ê�å�Ç0å	H�á�60å ����������������)„�ü)„�ü)„�ü)„�ü �������������������60å	H�á�î0å���60å	H�á�î0å���60å	H�á�î0å���60å	H�á�î0å

�Z�Z�Z�Z����������������
��������

·  
�	ï�Ô��A±
�	ï�Ô��A±
�	ï�Ô��A±
�	ï�Ô��A± ����������������,Õ�å	����:,Õ�å	����:,Õ�å	����:,Õ�å	����: ����������������
��
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4463 Breton Rd, Kentwood, MI 4908  
We are at the SW corner between Breton and 44th St 

Tel: 616-827-1828 
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