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Community Brief

1. You will receive the new 2005 edition of CAWM member directory in a few days. It will be free for all CAWM members. Non-members
may purchase the directory from the Grand Rapids Chinese School or from Jiang Jingxi. The new Directory was redesigned and printed by
Hu Xiao. We thank him for his diligent work.

2. CAWM had this year’s first Adopt-A-Highway action on April 30, led by Sang Jun and jointed by Hao Ling, Huan Bingsheng, Fan Sheng
and Wang Xuejun. There are two more cleanings for the remaining year for the highway segment we adopted. Those who are willing to be
part of this wonderful community service may contact Sang Jun.

3. Since this year, CAWM has received several donations from the local businesses and individuals. Special thanks to An Chao, Xu Ying, Wei
Yi, China One and Lobster House for their generous support.

4. The CAWM Leadership Team held its first meeting this year on March 6. The team went through this year's work and key events, by way of
each providing an update and/or future plan on his/her area of responsibility, followed by group discussions on issues and ideas for
improvement. The feasibility and sensitivity of setting "working towards our Chinese Community Center" as our long-term goal for CAWM
was raised and discussed.

5. Over years, the Annual Chinese New Year Gala Performance has been a resounding success, se testified by the overwhelming positive
feedback from the members as well the general public. Kudos to the ShowBiz Group, Li Hong, Zhou Hong and Xu Ying, among many
others for their hard work and tremendous contribution. To build on this success and bring the Show to the next level, the CAWM
administration is making some structural and systematic changes to the existing ShowBiz Group, beginning this year and going forward.
Structurally, we have decided to formalize the ShowBiz Group into four sections: (1) Singing, (2) Dancing, (3) Hosting/Traditional
Instruments/Theatrical Sketches, and (4) Chinese School, with one to two leader appointed for each section; Systematically, the ShowBiz
Group will join the CAWM administration to form the Chinese New Year Planning Team on the planning process and jointly making key
decisions. The Team will be led by the Vice President and/or the Executive Coordinator. For this year, Vice President Xu Ying and
Executive Coordinator Xu Qihua will be working closely with the ShowBiz Group as part of the Planning Team, to provide the needed
support.
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http://www.geocities.com/migres.

Grand Rapids Chinese Language School was founded in 1991 as a non-profit, non-religious, and non-political educational
organization. It is currently located in City Middle/High School and offers Saturday classes for anyone who is interested in
learning Chinese language and culture. The school teaches simplified Chinese and the phonetic alphabet. The School’s
mission is to provide an excellent learning environment for anyone of any ethnic background interested in learning Chinese,
to expand knowledge and understanding of Chinese history, art, and culture, and to assist immigrant families to become full
and confident members of the multi-ethnic American society and Grand Rapids community.

The school is subordinate to the Chinese Association of West Michigan (CAWM). Its administration team includes
Principal, Vice-principal and Dean of Studies. The school’s operations and activities are funded primarily by students’
tuition payments and are partially subsidized by CAWM. The school has successfully recruited a group of qualified bilingual teachers who have
passions for teaching.

The primary teaching material is the ZhongWen textbook edited by Jinan University. The school currently offers 10 classes based on the
age and Chinese language level of the students. As of April 2005, the school has an enrollment of 90 students ranging from 4-year-olds to adults.

The School address is:

City Middle/High School
111 College Ave NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

The School hours are:

Saturdays 1:30-4:25 pm  ( 30 sessions/year )

The School’s website: http://www.geocities.com/migrcs
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China
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